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Word Nerd
Kamilla Reid calls herself a Word Nerd. She loves making up words that suit the event or 
object. This is especially useful in a fantasy story, where the setting is new and strange to 
us. It helps us understand meaning while still retaining the story's unique worldbuilding.

Below you will find sentences with invented words from Miist. In reading these, what do 
you think the invented word means? Does it remind you of something in real life?

The other Fink released an Orb Lamp into the air. It hovered between them, its round 
flaming light flickering in their hungry eyes. 

__________________________________________________________________________

The handle held for a moment and then it released, rolling down a carven path of the door, 
traveling its many intricacies, over, under, like the BillieBall games Root had seen in town.

__________________________________________________________________________

She’d finally discovered the whereabouts of the BratJacker’s hideout and tonight she was 
going to rescue her friends from it. She just hoped the BratJacker hadn’t sold her friends 

already.

__________________________________________________________________________

The Jobbery was where work was doled out to those desperate enough to do it. Crooked 
work, but it fed an empty stomach.

__________________________________________________________________________
8. A handful of

Lensers gathered around, capturing his image for the Newsies.

___________________________________________________________________________
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Word Nerd 2
Below you will find sentences with invented words from Miist. In reading these, what do 

you think the invented word means? Does it remind you of something in real life?

“Three hunnered and eighty six Junos!” Octavia bellowed from behind the door. Root could 
envision her kissing the pouch of coins.

__________________________________________________________________________

It was on Loathsbin’s desk, a small Eggory of smooth, round crystal. It was just like the 
ones Fledger kept at the Copper Quill with living memories of his wife and son, and many 

more of Root through the years.

__________________________________________________________________________

She was sixteen years old, Betty was, a winding mass of tendrils and stalk that had 
managed to advance her leaves far past the hidden cottage, along hedge and timber and 

the peaty forest floor where she could ‘leavesdrop’ unnoticed, alert to every forest 
happening.

__________________________________________________________________________

These giants stood easily the size of Elder cedars, with thick, flinty skin and hair matted in 
Wormrot.

__________________________________________________________________________

               Brecken was no longer looking at the jewel. He was scanning the streets below. 
“Anyway, it’s not the Aunts I’m worried about. It’s now officially Birthday. Soon these 

streets’ll be packed and there’ll be a hundred more Badges out here looking for an excuse to 
throw kids like us in jail. 

___________________________________________________________________________
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Word Nerd 3
Be a Word Nerd and make up your own words to express the following:

An uncomfortable chair  

________________________________

A feeling that makes you want to jump up and cheer 

________________________________

The funny swoop of someone’s hair 

________________________________

To run backwards 

________________________________

When someone sings loud and off-key

________________________________

To jump over a building 

_________________________________

A very boring poem  

_________________________________

The sky after a rainstorm 

_________________________________

 A  most delicious dessert 

_________________________________

An urge to scream 

_________________________________
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Play with Palindromes 

One of the first challenges the Valadors face on their journey is naming a 
palindrome in order to access to the Crooning Fountain’s secret entrance. A 

palindrome is the same spelling forward and back. Dwyn realizes his 
Hovermutt’s name is a palindrome: Hanah.

Can you think of four more words that are palindromes? 
(bonus points if you sing them!)

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________
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In Miist, people always reference Root's last name, Karbunkulus, to a carbuncle, which is 
a blistery boil. But then Root learns that a carbuncle is also one of the strongest gemstones 

in the world. How does this change her feelings about herself?

There are many words in the English language that have double meanings. Can you list two 
and include their meanings?

On The Double

Word Fun


